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Commencement Ceremony Inclement Weather Plan
Sunday, May 5, 2024
We hope to always perform Commencement outside in front of historic Woodworth Chapel, where students are welcome to bring unlimited guests. However, in the event there is a forecast for severe weather, including heavy rain and/or thunder and lightning, we will move all the program participants (i.e., graduates, golden class, silver class, reunion classes, trustees, administrators, faculty, staff, and platform guests) indoors to Kroger Gymnasium in the George A. & Ruth B. Owens Health & Wellness Center.  
It is important to note that once the Inclement Weather Plan is in place, the ceremony will be held indoors, even if the weather clears up before the ceremony.  A decision will be made by 12:00 noon on Saturday, May 4, 2024, to implement the inclement weather plan.  
With such a forecast, the Office of Public Safety will send an Inclement Weather Notification via email to all students, faculty, and staff using the College’s campus alert system. The Communications Office will update the College’s website and communicate with local television stations.  Please check the website regularly for further information concerning the rain plan.
Watch the Commencement Ceremony Live

You can watch the graduation ceremony live on Sunday, May 5, 2024. Woodworth Chapel is an overflow space. Seating will be granted on a first-come, first-serve basis. To adhere to fire regulations and maintain safety, only 450 persons can be seated in Woodworth Chapel. 

Seating Tickets

To ensure a smooth transition in the event the ceremony is relocated, each graduate will be provided 10 seating tickets (one for the graduate and 9 for the graduates’ guests). The degree candidate is responsible for ensuring these tickets are in the possession of those who will be using them on the morning of Commencement. EVERYONE MUST HAVE a ticket to enter Kroger Gymnasium. The faculty and graduates’ tickets will be issued with their regalia. Due to the limited seating capacity in the facilities and the need to adhere to safety and fire code regulations for indoor assemblies, ticketing is strictly enforced. 
All graduates are encouraged to pick up their seating tickets before Commencement so that they may have plenty of time to distribute them to their guests. Those graduates who are unable to connect with their guests until the morning of Commencement are encouraged to pre-determine a plan for how they would meet if the ceremony were moved indoors due to inclement weather. Due to the numerous last-minute logistical changes that will be required if the Commencement Exercises is moved indoors because of inclement weather, the College will be unable to operate a “will call” window for distributing tickets to guests.  Lost tickets cannot be replaced.

Graduates 
Immediately following the Baccalaureate Service, the graduates should report to the Center Hallway near Kroger Gymnasium in the George A. & Ruth B. Owens Health and Wellness Center dressed in their academic regalia. Family and friends of the graduates must enter Kroger Gymnasium at the general entrance doors near the concession stand and present a ticket. 
Faculty 
Immediately following Baccalaureate Service, the faculty should report to Owens Room 223 dressed in academic regalia in George A. & Ruth B. Owens Health and Wellness Center dressed in their academic regalia. Guests of the faculty must enter Kroger Gymnasium at the general entrance doors near the concession stand and present a ticket.
Trustees and Platform Party
Trustees and platform participants should report at 9:20 a.m. to Owens 212A&B for the robing. Enter the front entrance of the George A. & Ruth B. Owens Health and Wellness Center near the Health Clinic. Guests of trustees and platform participants must enter Kroger Gymnasium at the general entrance doors near the concession stand and present a ticket.  
Golden and Silver Classes

Immediately following Baccalaureate, Golden and Silver Class Graduates should report to the Fitness Center dressed in their regalia.  Enter the front entrance of the George A. & Ruth B. Owens Health and Wellness Center near the Fitness Center. Guests of Golden and Silver Class Graduates must enter Kroger Gymnasium at the general entrance doors near the concession stand and present a ticket.

Choir 

Choir members should report at 9:20 a.m. to the Girls’ Locker Room in their choir robes. 

Guests with Kroger Gymnasium Seating Tickets
All guests of the graduates and other designated guests are required to have a ticket to enter Kroger Gymnasium. Guests should enter at the “General Entrance” doors near the concession stand. Guests will need to locate their seats and remain seated to allow room for other guests to enter the building. Immediately following the processional, any available seats will be released to others needing a seat. Once capacity is reached, no one else will be allowed to enter Kroger Gymnasium. 
Reunion Class Participants must enter Kroger Gymnasium at the general entrance doors near the concession stand and present a ticket.

Parking
On-campus parking is limited, and these areas will fill quickly, so guests should plan to arrive early. The Office of Public Safety will direct all parking for Commencement. The front of the Owens Health & Wellness Center will be designated for guests with designated parking passes and state-issued disability placards.  
Photography

A professional photographer will take a photograph of each graduate as the diploma is awarded and mailed to the graduate’s permanent address by the photographer. Only the photographer(s) will be allowed to enter the stage area to take photographs.  
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