
Founded in 1869, Tougaloo College is a private, historically black, coeducational four-year liberal arts institution, located on 
the northern edge of Jackson, Mississippi.  Known nationally as “The Cradle of the Civil Rights Movement in Mississippi,” the 
College is led by its first female and 13th president, Dr. Beverly Wade Hogan.  Dr. Hogan is a 1973 graduate of the College and 
a native Mississippian.  Under her visionary leadership, the College has increased its enrollment by 12% and boasts a student 
retention rate of 68%.   
    Tougaloo College ranks among the top 50 U.S. institutions whose graduates earn PhDs in science and engineering disciplines 
and among the top 15 historically black colleges and universities in the graduation of females with undergraduate degrees in the 
physical sciences. The College has produced more graduates who have completed their PhD degrees through the UNCF-Mellon 
Doctoral Fellowship Program than any other institution in the nation.   
    Listed as one of the Best Colleges in the Southeast by The Princeton Review (2007, 2008 and 2009 editions) and the only 
Mississippi institution ranked among the top 20 liberal arts institutions in the nation by Washington Monthly (2006), 66% of its 
graduates enter professional and graduate schools immediately after graduation.  Tougaloo College is the leading producer of 
African American health professionals, including over 40% of the physicians and dentists, practicing in the state of Mississippi.  
Among its graduates are more than one-third of the state's African American attorneys and educators including teachers, 
principals, school superintendents, college/university faculty and administrators. 
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Tougaloo College Jackson Heart Study Scholars to Visit NIH 
 
Tougaloo, Miss. — The Jackson Heart Study (JHS) Scholars are headed to the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) in Bethesda, Maryland to learn more about biomedical research and public health careers.  
Every year since 2004, rising sophomore scholars at Tougaloo College have made the trip.  Dr. Helena 
Mishoe, Director of Minority Health Affairs, NHLBI, greets the students on the first day.  The students 
are then given a tour of the NIH and have an opportunity to visit sites in the Washington, DC area such as 
the Marian Koshland Science Museum and the National Academy of Sciences.  A former Tougaloo 
student and Jackson Heart Study Scholar, Angel Byrd, will present to the students information about 
integrating medicine into a research career.  Angel is currently an MD/PhD student at Brown University.   
The trip will conclude with a visit to the White House that was planned by Congressman Bennie 
Thompson, a 1968 Tougaloo College graduate.   
 
The students will be accompanied by Mary Crump, the Clinical Director for the Jackson Heart Study and 
Dr. Nimr Fahmy, professor of Mathematics at Tougaloo College. The group will depart on Monday, July 
27 and return on Thursday, July 30.   
 
The sophomore JHS Scholars and their hometowns are as follows:  
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Brandon, Mississippi 
Maurice Crawford 
 
Cleveland, Mississippi  
Edjoiner Phillips 
 
Clinton, Mississippi       
Tamera Hughes 
Zakia Butler 
 
Jackson, Mississippi  
Jordan Henley  
Ashley Poullard  
Daren Walters  
Jasmine Washington  
 
Lakeland, Florida  
Janae Roberts  
 
Monroe, Louisiana  
Grejika Abram  
JeMarcus Welch
 
Ridgeland, Mississippi 
Obie McNair 


